
Antigen Plus SQL Server Installation 
 

If you are Upgrading from a Version Earlier than AP7.5 

 

Please email your current database (AP6.mdb or AP7.mdb) to 

customerservice@antigenplus.com .  We will convert those data to the new version and return 

the new database for you to incorporate when you install the program. 

 

 

Install .NET Framework 4.5 

 

.NET Framework 4.5 is required. The latest version is actually 4.5.1, and this is the version we 

recommend. The general download page is: 

 

 http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/5a4x27ek(v=vs.110).aspx 

 

This page links to an offline installer which can be placed on CD or USB key and installed 

without an internet connection. 

 

 

Select a database server 
 

You need to select a computer to be the database server for Antigen Plus. This computer can be 

(but does not have to be) one of the same computers that will run Antigen Plus. This computer 

needs to be on the same network (and for simplicity the same Windows domain) as the 

computers that will run Antigen Plus. 

 

A database server is a potential single point of failure, so it is important that you take measures 

to ensure that your data is protected from equipment failure and user error. At a minimum, this 

means automated off-site backups. Because databases are in constant use, they cannot be backed 

up adequately by filesystem backups ð you must also set up database backups that will allow 

you to restore the database to a consistent state. (Antigen Plus contains commands to manually 

backup and restore the Antigen Plus local database, but these tools are not a substitute for 

automated offsite backups.) Microsoft has an article that describes how to automate backups of 

SQL Server Express at: 

 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/2019698 

 

In this guide, we have selected a computer named ñLABSERVERò to be our database server. 

When you see that name below, substitute the name of your chosen database server. 

 

Download SQL Server 
 

You can download SQL Server 2012 Express for free from Microsoftôs website at: 

 

mailto:customerservice@antigenplus.com
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/5a4x27ek(v=vs.110).aspx
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/2019698


 http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=29062 

 

There are many versions of SQL Server available there. We recommend the ñWTò versions 

(with tools) for either x86 or x64, as these include the management tools needed to create, 

backup and restore databases. If you have a 64-bit version of Windows, you should download the 

file ENU\x64\SQLEXPRWT_x64_ENU.exe. 

 For the 32-bit version of Windows, download ENU\x86\SQLEXPRWT_x86_ENU.exe. These 

files do not require internet access once they are downloaded, so you can download them on one 

computer and transfer them by CD or USB key to a machine without internet access. 

 

Install SQL Server 
 

There are many options available when installing SQL Server. This guide will show you the 

simplest options to create a basic Antigen Plus database server. 

In most cases a restart will be required after the install. Schedule the install for a time when you 

will be able to restart the computer. 

Run the SQL Server Express installer. First it will extract files to your disk: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then it will request permission to install software on your computer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Then the 

SQL 

Server 

http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=29062


Installation Center will open. This tool handles both initial installation and later upgrades to SQL 

Server. Click on the ñNew SQL Server stand-alone installationò option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several screens will flash by, followed by the License Terms: 

 

 



 

Accept the license terms and click Next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you have internet access, the installer will recommend downloading and installing the latest 

updates.  We recommend that you include these updates. 

 

 

 

The installer will now download updates and extract the setup files. Once this is done, you may 

get a notice that a restart will be required. Click OK. 

 

 



  

 

Next comes the Feature Selection dialog.  The default is to install all features, which is what we 

recommend.  

 

 

  



Click Next to get to the Instance Configuration dialog:  

 

For clarity, we recommend that you create a named instance rather than a default instance, and 

enter a name that will help you identify the server. In this case we have chosen the name 

ñAntigenPlusSQLò.  

Enter a 

name 

for 

your 

SQL 

Server 

and 

click 

Next to 

get to 

the 

Server 

Configuration screen. 

 

 



All of the default settings on this screen are fine, so click Next to go to the Database Engine 

Configuration screen. 

On this screen you can choose either to rely exclusively on Windows for user authentication, or 

to also allow usernames and passwords that are specific to the SQL Server. In this guide, we 

assume that you may not have the authority to create groups on your Windows domain, so we 

choose the second option for flexibility. You will need to enter a password for the system 

administrator (sa) account, which you will need to remember for later access. 

 

 
When you have entered and confirmed the sa password, click Next to go to the Error Reporting screen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


